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MSreen Room Gossip. 


THE LONDON THEATRES—E£aster Pieces. 


Drury Lane.—This house opened on Easter Monday, with “ The 
Lady of Lyons” (Mr Davenport as Claude Melnotte)—Mr Sand’s 
* Anupodial Feat ’—and a burlesque spectacle called “ King Richard 
Coeur de Lion and the Knight of the Couchant Leopard.” ‘The piece 
suffered materially from the omission of the music belonging to Miss 
P. Horton’s part, hence the result was not so Satisiactory as it might 
have been. 

THe LiAYMARKET opened under the new lesse« ship of Mr J. B. 
Buckstone, with Sheridan’s comedy of “ The Rivals,” introducing Mr 
Chippendall as Sir Anthony Absolute. The comedy was followed by 
a novelty entitled “ Mr Buckstone’s Ascent of Mount Parnassus :”’ it 
was well recelv« d. 

Tre PrRixcess’s gave a version of Scibe’s “ Marco Spada ” with 
great success, —adapted by Mr Palgrave Simpson. It was much too 
long, and occassionally tedious in; consequence:—the translator and 
actors were ealled for at the fall of the curtain. 

Tne Stranp opened under the direction of Miss Rebecca Isaacs, 
with Bickerstaffe’s English opera of “ Love in a Village,’’-—Justice 
Woodcock, Mr Rogerson; tlawthorn, Mr Leffler; Rosetta, Miss R. 
Isaacs; Lucinda, Miss knuiy Ormond; Deborah Woodeock, Mrs W. 
Robertson; and Madye, Muss Isabella Featherstone. The latter lady 
made a most successful debut, and fairly took the house by storm in 
“ How Happy were my Days,’ and was rewarded by a shower of 
bouquets. Miss Isaacs played and sang Rosetta with great sprightli- 
ness. Mr Lefiler was quite at home in the part of Hawthorn. The 
piece Was got up with great care. We congratulate Miss lsaaes on 
the success that has attended her enterprise, and we have no doubt 
but her exertions will meet their due reward. God save the Queen 
was sung after the operz, the audience joining in the chorus. “ }he 
Invincibles ”’ concluded the evening’s entertainment, in which Mr 
Creorge Hlodson, from the s heatre Koval, Dublin, mads his debut as 
O’Slash: his performance was greeted by roars of laughter. The fe- 
male army did good service to the piece. The bill of fare drew an ex- 
cellent house. 

Tue Lycevm brought forward a Tale in nine chapters, called “ A 
Strange History.” ‘There is a Duet, with a song or two in it, to which 
Miss St George gave charming effect by her mode of singing. The 
scenery was first-rate. On the whole, the “ Strange History” was 
well received. 


THe ADELPHI opened with an apropos piece, as it is termed, by 
Mark Lemon, entitled “ Mr Webster at Home in the Adelphi. Fare 
of three Removes and a Dessert.”” The result was such as to show 
that Mr Webster might feel himself perfectly “at home” at the 
Adelphi Theatre, although he had renewed his confidence in Madame 


Celeste, by intrusting to her the reins of management. 


{To he continued. ) 
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THE ANCIENT AND MODERN PHARISEES 


COMPARED. 
By J, W., Author of ‘‘ The Sabbath Hand-Book.” 
(Continued from our last.) 

THe next ‘‘ woe” pronounced against the ‘‘ Seribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites!” refers to their punctilious observances about 
trifles of little or no moment, while they omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, ** blind guides which strain at a gnat, and 
swallow a camel,” LI re the close identity of character between 
the ancient and modern Pharisees is most strikingly apparent, 
of which we have a remarkable instance in their attempt to coerce 
the enlightened mind ot Scotland into their interested dictation 
as to the mode of keeping the Christian Sabbath, taking every 
unfair advantage to blind and misrepresent, with an unscrupulous- 
ness worthy the disciples of Loyola. They are now glorying in 
the temporary triumph they have achieved—temporary it will 
be! In spite of all worthy being called the publie press in spite 
ot the de islons ol nearl) all Lie ClYit authorities ot the country 
-recvardless of the precepts and examples of Christ and his 
apostles in di hance Ol the ret orded opinions rf the early fathers 
and modern reformers of the Church, including their own Calvin 
and in the face of the O} iInions and pra tice of the rest of the 
Christian world, both Protestant and Catholic, they have suc- 
ceeded In bri i7ine their s bl ath urden on the people of Scot- 
land. Will this be borne? After having adopted the Christian 
day of rest, and having seen that day stripped, even by themselves, 
of all its essential and « rie al ittributes. thev still insist on its 
perp tu il obh ition In the ar wish sense, but j 


7 


subserves their own interest and 


? 


st so far only as 


— 


clorification, and no farther, 
and yet would persuade us that this, their view of it, 1s stampe d 
with divine authority! The ringleaders in this crusade are the 
heads of the Free Church—men who can very weil * swallow a 
camel” when convenient—men who 
ployed, Servants, « ittle. an pris ite Carriages, without a word « f 
objection; but move heaven and earth, and use means which 
properly belong to another plac 
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can employ, and see eme- 


to stop Sunday trains—mcn 
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who can grasp the bloody hand of the slave-holder, take his purse, 
containing the withholden wages of his labourer, aye, and bring 
scripture to palliate, if not to sanction, the damning enormity or 
man-stealing. Yes, these are the hypocrites with whom we have 
to contend, but, I am sorry to say, not the only ones. The 
clergy of all the Calvinistic and so called Evangelical sects, combine 
to war against not only our Sunday liberties but those of our 
English friends—witness their impertinent crusade against the 
opening of the Crystal Palace on Sunday—their clamouring 
for the stopping by law of railways, post offices, and all means of 
harmless recreation, on the false and hypocritical pretence of 
friendship to the working man. By their imposing harangues, 
full of unscrupulous fallacies, they have led many ignorant per- 
sons to become their violent partisans and abettors,—binding heavy 
burdens on their own silly shoulders as well as on those of their 
neighbours, to the great annoyance and vexation of right-minded 
men, and to the serious abridgement of public liberty. Low 
long is this to continue ? llow long will the people prostrate 
themselves to be trodden down by the hoofs ot these contemptible 
Pharisees ?—despicable foes, and easily overcome, if there were 
sufficient sense and courage to grapple with them. 

_ Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess.” 

* Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are 
hke unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful out- 
ward, but within are full of dead men’s bones, and all unclean- 
ness.”’ 

“Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous with men, but 
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

This is a sad picture of the rigidly righteous, the very elite of 
the godly men of the olden time. It is not easy to scan the 
hearts of men, especially those of the pretenders to extreme 
piety, which are deceitful above all things, and often ‘desperately 
wicked,” as has been displayed in all ages and ev ry country; but 
“by their works ye shall know them.” If the stream is foul 
and bitter, we have good reason to conclude the fountain Impure. 
But how does the character oiven in the text apply to our modern 
Pharisees? Let us see. 

The texts quoted all tend to show the great outside piety of the 
Pharisees, while their hearts were the receptacles ot everything 
odious and abominable, as was evinced by their deeds constantly 
giving the lie to their professions. 

They affected humility, moderation, and self-denial, while they 
were full of pride, violence, and cupidity, hateful to God and 
right-thinking men. Professing to keep the commandments to 





™“ v= 











) 


the letter, they were perpetually violating them m their most 
important spirituality. Their good works were all done to be 
seen of men 

Now, I humbly think that im pride and covetousness, our 
Pharisees are their legitimate successors. ‘The clerical portion of 
them, who influence all the rest, Just choose the ministry, or have 


it chosen for them, asa ression, expecting to ensure ah eCusy 
life, an influential position, and to acquire riches and advance- 
ment. ‘Their educat‘on gets a bend accordingly. The dogmas 
ot th 1! | rti lar SecTS al CATCTULIN inculeated., and those of 
other parties decried and proscribed. The outward show of piety 

must be cnurerulvy mammal , le 7 the ebullity ns of youth should 
blight future prospects. ‘Thus the mind of the tryo 1s * cabined, 


ecribbed, confined.” and all its native energies suppressed, eX- 
cepting those directed towards the vreat object success in his 


pre fession. Atter having passed the usual college routine he 
ries his * ‘pre ntice hand on three-mile prayers, and ‘half-mile 
eraces,”” in the domestic circle. Dy and bye he gets license 
to ach: and if he exhibits the requisites—a knack « f oratory, 


a strict adherence to the tenets of his church, and an linposing 


manner—lis friends, as well as himselt, consider their object 
caimed, and his lortune made ! He roalis about. preaching for 


popularity and il rood establishment. if a Dissenter: if a Church- 
man, seeking for patronage. Having secured the best living that 
offers, a rich wife is the next object. ‘This, too, attained, does 
his cupidity cease? Far from it. He is continually endeavour- 
Ing LO climb up higher. Does at parish Or a ConerTre cation offer 
him it hieher stipend, he lama di: tel) we ‘cS it Is his 71 ity tO ac- 
cept ol it.” But does he ever see t his duty to acct pt | ** larger 
sphere of usefulness ” with a less stip nd ? ‘atch him! 

This is the way our clerical Pharisees are i tured. That 
there are exceptions is most true ; but these are rare, and, like 
those in grammar, only prove the rule. ‘That there are in the 
priesthood men of natural VOOUHCSS, whom no false training, or 
false position, can turn into * whited s pulchres,” but who are 
ornaments to religion and humanity, [ am happy to acknow- 
ledge; but these are not the violent partisans, platform bawlers, 
nor Sabbath Alliers, 

“ More prone to raise the wretched than to rise,” 


} 


ecular affairs alone—* fearing 
God and hating covetousness less anxious to exalt their sect 
than to Improve their race, and to advance the best interests of 
society. All honour to such men; may their numbers increase, 
till the pharisaical section are superseded, and ultimately ex- 
tincuished. 

The lay Pharisees are the tools by which the clerical ones 
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they study to be quiet, and 
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work— *simeon to Lev! anG nay ve either luliatics or hypo- 
crites, as it happens---either Cimuecrs, railway dir ctors, Sabbath 
Alliance Iinen, or other / miliars ot the various ¢! rical agitators. 


It is against such a phalanx as this. when thes think it to com 
bine, that the battle of public hberty has to he inaintaine |. A 


. . } 4 ° ) > . 4 : ; P 
formidabie party indeed and from the 1enorance or apathy of 


‘ 


the pu hie, otten successful, at l Linh retarding human progress. 
Witness their late success on the railway qj! stion, and im sub- 
jugating weak minds to the parting with ‘*means and substance 

to further their ambitious or Utopian projects, on the pretence 
of serving the cause of God! ‘ Full of extortion and deceit ;” 
full of arrogance and intolerance ; by their eloguent harangues, 


by their imposing manner, they are but too successful in pros- 


trating the minds, and draining the purses of those who can be 
drawn into the sphe re of their insidious influence, lor their de- 
nunciation, see Matthew xxi. 35., ** Ye serpents, ye veneration 
of vipers, how Cab ve escape the damnation ot hell - 


(To - tin ree ] ) 


Gdinburah Amusements, 
ADELPHI THEATRE. 


Mrs Stirling made her second appearance here this season in 
* Masks and Faces” on Tuesday night. She was most enthusiastically 
received, and gave the highest satisfaction. This comedy, so full of 
incident, so replete with passion in its various aspects, and brilliant 
withal in wit and humour, absolutely requires to be frequently wit- 
nessed in order that the mind may grasp its many beauties. It was 
again repeated on Thursday evening to a numerous and admiring 
audience. We may add that Miss Page was very highly applauded as 
‘Mabel Vane.’ She not only looks the character admirably, but throws 
into it all that simplicity, earnestness, and virtrous indignation which 
render the contrast so striking between the unsophisticated country 
lady and the wits of the town. Mr Gourlay ‘s a!so very effective as 
‘Triplet.’ Indeed we scarcely see how the claracter could be better 
played. Figure, voice, acting, all peculiarly unite in constituting him 
for the somewhat difficult task. The contrast between him and Mrs 
Stirling is precisely what we should have conceived—and a more 
majestic bearing on the part of the poor author would destroy it. 

In a former number we expressed an opinion that Mrs Stirling 
should favour the audience with a change of performance, that so 
great an artist should be seen in some of her other favourite parts. 


























‘D DRAMATIC CRITIC 3 
This was done on Wednesday evening, when sh played * Adrienne 
de Lecouvreur in “ The Reigning Favourite.’ and‘ Julia Amor’ in 


“ Love and Charity.’ lf Mrs Stirling is great in comedy, she is 
equa Vy; it not mol » In tragedy. Phi audience were literally spell- 
bound the Advertise 1 my bas a Very well express | paragraph 
on tl t i > i] ry r ti rring to our 
pages, as we } r contempora Ss as well 
i our WI 
Mirs Surling play Weedn ht her original part in the 
traged fF * The Re r Favourite. | character and fate of 
A driei are most charming and most pathetic in her hands. The 
he an innocent, fresh, and 1 earted creature—moves ina 
eriod, amo! ta set of fl res Who have neither truth, heart, 
nor vi and it is the fate of this one truthful soul to be deceived, 
tormenteu, al l at last, when | ppilness comes to ner, to find herself 
poisoned by a rival, and to die in the bloom of youth and beauty, with 
everyting beckoning he: to \ ins is a sad picture, but, as filled 
up by our charming artiste, it 1s indeed almost too painful for contem- 
plat on. fhe death of Admenne 1s a miracle of art. The heart-rend- 


? 


ing cry of pain,—the agonised resistance to death,—the love mingling 
with the pris ical torture, the sweet womanl\ vrace that never left 


} 


the tortured frame,—the gradual gentle submission to the King of 


lerrors :—all this is old in nature, but new to the sta Other stage 


deaths in capal le hands are striking, but this looks real; and, through 
a long dramatic experience, we never saw tears shed so abundantly a 
' } . ' 


a stage death as we did on Wednesday night. Mrs Stirling is certainly 


the soverel 


on Queen of Pathos as she is of Smiles. Half-an-hour 
after the house had melted into tears for Adrienne, Phebe Pop, came 
on the stage, with a face, an appearance, a voice, a deportment, that 
had lite rally no singie shade of anythi in common with the previous 
personation, and mdae the house roar 


a 


vith laughter by a word, a look, 
or a gesture. Mrs Stirling, we observe, plays Adrienne Lecouvreur 
to-nig! ” 

Mr Sam. Cowell and Madile. D’ Antoine have also been delighting 
the audienecs—the one by his inimitable comic singing, and the other 
by he re jually uUlDSsul Passe Ly] Sty i€@ OT d incin’. A Ite vether tl e Adelphi 
at present is one of the most attractive theatres open. 


t avain, and leaves us finally to-merrow 


PERFORMANCES OF THE WEEK. 


Friday, \st inst—The Seven Castles of the Passions—The Star of 
the Rhine—Cramond Brig. 

Saturday, 2nd inst.—The Golden Farmer—Warlock of the Glen— 
The Seven Castles of the Passions. 

Monday, 4th inst.—The Whistler, or the Fate of the Lily of St Leo- 
nard’s—Giselle—The Pilot. : 

Tuesday, 5th inst.——Masks and Faces—Giselle—The Whistler. 

Wednesday, 6th inst. The Reigning Favourite—Love and Charity— 

Dumb Gir! of Genoa. ’ 
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Thursday, ith inst.— Masks and Faces—The Star of the Rhine—The 
Warlock of the Glen. 


This place of amusement has been closed for sometime. It was. 
however, thrown open on Wednesday night for the benefit of Mr 


Martin, late Master of the Ballet in the Royal. Some time ago he 
met with an accident. by which it is probable hye may be rendered uw 
fit for his professional duties for life. We were glad to see that Mess: 
Glover and Lloyd, of the Theatre Roval, Glasgow volunteered the 


services on the oecasion, and that the house was respectably filled 


PERFORMANCES O ihikE W + 
Wednesday, 6th inst.—Don Ceoesar de Bazan \ Phenomenon ina 
mock | roc k birst Act of Robert Macair 


HAYMARKET. 
Ain Wevster’s BENEFIT—continued. 


Mr Benjamin Webster is the descendant of an ancient and respect 
able house, his father having been the representative, by the mother’s 
side, of the Buckes, who were engaged in the Battle of Bosworth Field, 
and retired with the Duke of Norfolk into Yorkshire. There are 
large estates at Shefheld which formerly belonged to the family, and 
bear their name to the present day. One of that name wrote “ A 
Vindication of the Life of Richard U1.” The work is quoted by Wal- 
pole in his “ Historic Doubts.” The immediate parents of Mr Web 
ster are thoroughly Yorkshire: his father was from Sheffield, his 


mother from Leeds. [-e was born on the 5d of September, 1800, at 
Bath. His father was in the army, and young Benjamin was de 
signed tor the havy. But his father after long ex rience of his own 
service. in Lreland and the West Indies, saw that there was no chance 
of promotion, in times of peace, for his son, in the naval profession. 


Miusic and dancing were next the choice of t \ uth: but these were 
soon exchanged for histrionic performances, for which he had already 
shown an instinct, by constructing, at the age of twelve, a puppet 
theatre, for which he had also prepared a pantomime. Driven at 
length from home, by the fact of his father’s second marriage, young 
Webster found refuge in the Cheltenham theatre; the manager of 
which engaged him at a salary of twenty-five shillings a-week for all 
sorts of utility business; but he made his first bow as an actor at 
Warwick, as Thessalus in Alerander the Great. Here he was intro- 











Js 
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duced to Rowland Hill, the celebrated preacher, who sought to induce 

him to leave the stage for the pu nit. tie proceed | with the com 

pany to Lichfield, Walsall, and Birmingham. At Walsall, his career 
Hark quin Was in danver of coming toa premature co! lusion. 


a4 ‘ 


scene, through which he was to leap, had been placed within a yard 


Ot a brick W all, ome which bre would mevitably have dash i his 
brains out . hy ud he not cen Save L) Nir he LtV, the \ UTA Roscius 


Mr W ebster’s neXt manager Was the Stroiineg lrishman.,. W ils mn. 
with whom he acted im an old barn, at Bromsvrove, near Birming 
ham. When n arly starving, Mr Talbot, the conductor of the Belfast 
Theatre, came to his rescuc 


*, at hill nrs 


t discovered the comic vein of Mr 
Webster’s talent. At length we find him in England, at the Cobourg 
(now the Victoria ), and after a province! il tour, at the English 0] era 
Our first acquaintance with him was at Drury Lane, for which theatre 
he was engaged by Mr Elliston, and where he appeared in |825 as 
Pompey, the clown, in Measure for Measure, : part which he studied 
in three hours (vice Mr Harley), and acted with great success. His 
first appearance at the Haymarket was under Mr Morris in ) in 
the farce of J dgings for Sting (,entiemen, He continued attached to 


rf 


the house until he became its lessee in 183;. It was not until 1844. 


that he vpecame le ssee of the Lal sprit. 


Mr Webster’s management of the Llavmarket has been distinguished 
by such an earnest Strugvvie to maintall the drama, that a r cal ituia 
tion of its principal features will not be out of place. 

On the I2th of June 1837, the Haymarket Theatre opened under 


the management of Mr Webster, with J/amlet, the principal character 
by Mr Macready, whose engagement formed the chief feature of the 
earlier part of Mr Webster's first season. During this engagement, 
the modified version of Beaumont and Fletcher's Maid’s Tragedy, en 
titled Zhe Bridal, was first produced, with Messrs Macready and El- 
ton. and Mrs Warner as tly principal personages. In the same sea- 
son Mr Ranger appeared as a delineator of French character. The 
most important event was Mr knowles’s Love Chase. This is one of 
the few pieces of the modern repertoire that have attained a permanent 
position, and, in the first season of its performance, admirably drew 
forth the talents of Mrs Glover, Mrs Nisbett, Mr Webster, and Mr 
Strickland. 

fhe season of 1838 was remarkable for the career at this house 
which Mr Power continued till his final departure for America. The 
White llorse of the Peppers and Zhe Jrish Lion will long be rem mber- 
ed. Mr Macready had commenced his management of Covent-Gar- 
den in the winter of 1837; but he appeared at the Haymarket in the 
summer of 1058, and his engagement was the occasion of producing 
Mrs ‘rreanl lalfourd’s trav cl) of The Athenian Captive. Mr Sheri- 
dan Knowles and Miss L.lphinstone were among the “ stars’ of 1832 
and Zhe Mad of Mariendorpt, a play from the pen of the former, ob 
tained an ephemeral success. <A record of this year would be incom 
plete without an allusion to the farce of Tom Noddy’s Secret, which 
created a furor through the late Mr Strickland’s acting. 


During 1839, Mr Charles Kean had a farewell engagement at the 
Havmarket prior to his departure for America, and the same year 
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witnessed the return from America of Miss Ellen Tree (now Mrs 
Charles Kean), who made a successful debut in the character of Viola. 
In this year, too, Mr Macrea ly terminated his management of Covent 
Garden, and acce pted an engagement at the Haymarket, during which 
Sir E. B. Lytton’s Sea Captain was produced. Single Life, a three act 
comedy by Mr Buckst ne, Was an important pro iuction of thus year. 
Mr Macready’s connection with the Haymarket extended through 
the year 1840, in which Mr Sergeant Talfourd’s Glencoe and Sir E. L. 
sulwer's Money were brought out. In 1841. Mr C. Kean, having re- 
turned from America, re-appeared at the Haymarket, where he acted 
with Miss kK. lree, During another cnyagement ol Mr Macre a ly 
the tragedy of Nina Sforza was brought out Mr Placide, celebrated 
in America as an actor of “ old men,” appeared as Sir Peter Teazle, 
but his stay was limited 
At the end of 1841, the prospects of the drama were more brillant 
than they had been for many veal The clull created | \ Mir Mae 


ready Ss resignation oO the hManave4@ins 


of Covent Garden in 1839, had 


~ 


bee nina great measure removed b\ \ia Ame ¥ Stiris., Wilo ¢ pe 1 d if 


in the winter of the same veat and at uristmas, i341, Drury Lane 


was opened by Mr Maerez 


In i842. Madame Vestris’s 1 naven ‘ vent ¢ mn came to 
its close, an her appearance at | . arket with Mr Charles 
Math ws, alter a short e1 Favemment at Dru e. vave §s mewhat a 
hew aspect to the theatr The fairy spectacle which she had raised 


tu such perfection both at the Oivn ind Covent Garden, was trans 


planted to the Haymarket, and held a position there which has been 


continued to the present day The Rose of Arragon of Mr Knowles, 
the Alma Mater oft \Ir FOUPrCICA tf. an | \] Robert Rell’s Varria . 
were among the productions of this year fhe prospect of a revival 
of the lemitimate drama at a “ larve house” was « npletely cut off by 
Mr Macready’s resignation of Drury Lane in the cou f 1843, and 
thus ended the hopes which marked the commencen tof 1842 

In 1844 Madame Vestris and Mr Mathews were still among th 
principal performers of the Haymarket Several old pi of th 
Congreve period were revived about this time on account of th 
strength of the compan) Mir Webster’s offer of a premium for a 
five act comedy, made in 1645, will long be remembered in theatrical 


history. though its result in 1644—viz.. the comedy of Quid pro Quo 
proved a failure. Cn the other hand. U'sed U’p. likewise produced at 
the Havmarket 


in 1644, became so universally popular, that the cha- 
racter of Sir Charles Coldstream, played by Mr Charles Mathews, has 
almost passed into a prover) \ revival of Taming of the Shrew, in 
its complete form, with an imitation of the early style of stage decora- 
tion, was a unique eCxXperiin nt o] this vear,. Vv h also suW the pro- 
duction of Bourcicauit’s Old Heads and You aq Hearts. This, too, was 


the epoch when Don Caesar de Bazan was found at the Havmarket. 
An engagement of ‘ iss Helen Faucit and Mr Anderson, who went 


through their principal characters, and the production of a comedy by 
Mr Jerrold, Time Works Ni onders 


, were the chief events oi 1845: and 


. 


in the following year Miss Cushman, who had previously made a most 
successful debut at the Princess’s, created 


, 


| a sensation by her perior- 
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mance of Romeo to her sister’s Juliet. It was in 1846 that Miss Rey- 
nolds first made hie r il] pe arance. Lhe Re gar on HT rsebae k, by Mr 
Sullivan, was a clever com ‘ly from an author who has not burden¢e d 
the stage with his productions. 


Mr Bourcicault’s comedy of A School for Ncheming, and Mr Mar- 


, 
= ai 


aT ns Hleait and hie Ii rid were ATL thre c*i) Spi UOUS produ *T) ns 


of 1847: but more conspicuous was the Housed Lion, which began 


that series of pieces 1n which Mr Webster dist neuishea himself as a 
creator of leading parts Previously he had usually confined himself 
LO stock ch iracters, or the creation of ubordinate nyvures, su h as 


lather Oliver in 7h Housekeeper, and thi Dutchman in Zhe White 


Hl rse ff tlie Peppers, but now bbe ste | a 7 forward with new promt 


ence, \ numerous list of characters might be made to show how 
often he shone in this conspicuous sition 
The year 1848 was important in theatrical history Mr and Mrs 
Charles Kean had recently returned from America, and with Mr and 
Mrs heel \ hori au strony col ination of talent lhe il ife's Necreft 
obtained a success almost unprecedented, and it is worth remarking 
that, of the six or seven pieces of Importance which have obtained a 


permanent place in the repertoue, trom she Lad f tyons inelusive 
three namMeiy, lhe l e Chuse, M ev. and Zhe Wifes Secret were 
pro luced at the Haymarket 

In 1849 began Mr Macready’s series of farewell performances, 


which, interrupted by intervals, extended over a considerabl period 
The most prominent works, during a period of more than four years, 
have been Mr Barnett’s Serious Fa , Mr Jerrold’s Catspaw, Miss 
Vandenhoff’s Woman's Heart, Mr Maz Lemons Mind Your O 
Business. \lessrs avior and Read's Vasks ana ia es,- and mir | 1} 


Lytton’s Not so Bad as We Seem. which brings us down to th present 
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pile Stones tor tue mMemor' 
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AUCTION AT HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 


On Monay the 14th ultimo, a special audience assembled at this 
temple of t lyric drama. A gentleman, to whom the valuabl proper 
ties of the tueatre and the tenant's fixtures were m rtvaged four years 
Since, attempt d to realise his interest in the same, amounting to about 
£12,000, through the agency of Mr Scott, auctioneer of Broad Street 
At two o clock all comers were admitted on purchase ol a shilli 


catalogue, in which were displayed 1,500 lots of various value, from 
“half-a-dozen devils’ tunics to the superb fittings of her Majesty's 
box.’ There were about 200 persons present when the auctioneer 
asct nded his rostrum on the stage, and announced the conditions of 
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the sale—the whole property to be put up at £12,000, and biddings 
not to be less than £50. 

In introducing the property, Mr Scott said the library of music 
consisted of 130 modern operas, 150 old operas, and the music for 100 
ballets. The VW ardrobe consisted of nearly 8 000 dresses. f it were 
not sold in one lot it would be offered piecemeal on Thursday and 
following days, aud then it would be impossible to open the theatre 
this year. 

Mr Maddox, late of the Princess’s Theatre, complained that they 
had only been admitted to the theatre an hour previously, and there 
had been no time to examine the property. There was not even a 
catalogue of the music, which he considered was the most valuable 
portion of the property. 

Mr Scott said he had a catalogue, which was open to the inspection 
of any one who desired to see it. 

The music was chiefly in manuscript scores. 

The lot was now formally offered three times, and no increased bid- 
ding being made, the auctioneer announced that the property would 
be offered once again on Thursday next, at the same upset price, and 
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if not then purchased, it would be sold } ts as deseribed in the 
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catalogue. 

Mr Maddox said the price was too high. He would not object to 
give £7,000 for it. 

Mr Scott said no reduction would be made on the upset price. 

As the crowd retired from the theatre some wag seated himself at 
the organ, and pealed forth the solemn tones of a funeral dirge. 

The sale in lots commenced on Thursday. A goodly assemblage of 
managers, proprietors of saloons, and brokers, were in attendance. 
Mr Scott said that, if he had failed to obtain an offer for the whole 
property, it would be his duty at once to proceed to sell in lots, and 
they might rely that the magnificent temple in which they were then 
assembled would never more be a theatre. After pointing out that 
the upset price had been reduced from £12,000 to £11,000, Mr 
Scott urged his audience to favour him with a bidding, and after a 
lapse of some duration, no offer hav Ing been made, the sale commenced. 
The articles sold consisted chiefly of a selection from the gentlemen’s 
wardrobe, and most of the lots went at the price of old rags: 140 lots 
realised about £200. 

On Friday the large concert-room was thinly attended. At the left 
hand of the auctioneer a large quantity of antique armour was ranged 
in lots, while on the right, the throne and all the emblems of Eastern 
majesty shared the common fate. Twenty surcoats realised only 1 3s.; 
eighteen pieces of ring armour, 20s.; forty-four parts of Egyptian 
dresses, £3, 15s. ; seventy-nine Egyptian head-dresses, £2, 4s Such 
are the prices the lots bring. The whole of the ornaments used to 
decorate the stage during the national concerts realised only £1, 3s. 

The proceeds of the day’s sale amounted only to about £350. 
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